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Dental Implant...

Dr. Debby Wong Mei Shan , Dental Surgeon

Dental implant is a type of dental prosthesis with a surgical component. It firstly
appeared in dentistry about 40 years ago and grew rapidly in the dental market of
Hong Kong in the past decade. Implant therapy can be simply divided into:

e Surgical part : Titanium fixture is inserted into the edentulous bone by oral
surgery. “Osseointegration” between the fixture surface and the bone can be
achieved after two to six months.

e Prosthetic part : After rigid fixation of the fixture into the bone, dentist will take
impression, then abutment and dental crown, bridge or overdenture could be
installed (Diagram 1).

Due to the surgical component, factors needed to be considered in doing the
implant treatment would be more than that of the conventional prostheses:
¢ Does the patient have good medical health, any smoking habit?
e Does the patient have good oral health?
¢ Does the patient have enough alveolar bone?
e Does the edentulous space enough?

The “quality & quantity” of alveolar bone is important for the success of the
fixture. But there are a number of patients present with significant bone resorption
after their teeth loss. Therefore “bone graft” surgery is needed in addition to the
implant surgery.

Case Sharing:

Mr. Lee, 42-year-old, lost upper front tooth after trauma in his childhood (Diagram
2). He subsequently wore a removable denture for 30 years. It is inconvenient but he
is reluctant to receive conventional fixed dental bridge which needs grinding of the
adjacent natural teeth. Two years ago he received dental implant treatment together
with bone graft surgery (Diagram 3), and no need wearing the removable denture
anymore.
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